October 19 Protection from the Devil through Faith

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith.  (1Pe_5:8-9)

Godly Christian living involves a spiritual gravity and a spiritual attentiveness. "Be sober, be vigilant." These necessary traits that the Lord wants to develop in us do not nullify the reality of joy and peace in the Lord. However, such earnestness is mandatory due to the enemy that we have. "Because your adversary the devil walks about." We do have a committed and intimidating spiritual opponent, and he has an organized army of fallen, rebellious, demonic cohorts. 
"For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" (Eph_6:12). The intention of our spiritual foe is deadly. He goes about "like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour." Our enemy is not merely desiring to frustrate us or make us miserable. He wants to devour us, to devastate our lives. Jesus stated the matter this way. "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy" (Joh_10:10).  

Although our adversary is relentless and imposing, God's gracious remedy is simple and effective. "Resist him" We are to oppose him. We are to stand against him. How are we to accomplish this? Are we to pit our own strength against his? Never! We effectively stand against him by being "steadfast in the faith." We simply continue trusting in the great truths of God's word, which declare Christ as victor over our foe. 
"For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil . . . Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it [the cross] " (1Jo_3:8 and Col_2:15). By faith, we renounce the enemy and submit to our Lord. Thereby, God promises us that the enemy will flee. "Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you" (Jam_4:7).

Dear Lord, mighty conqueror, what a joy it is to know that You have defeated the enemy and his demonic conspirators. What grace You offer in providing protection from the devil as I simply resist him by trusting in You. Praise Your victorious name!
6 Reasons Why People Are Lost and in Need Of Salvation
	1.     They are lost because of their rejection Of biblical revelation.
	Acts 14:17; Ps. 19:1; Rom. 1:19–20

	2.     They are lost because of disobeying their own conscience.
	Rom. 2:14–16

	3.     They are lost because of their relationship to the world.
	Eph. 2:2; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15–17; 5:19

	4.     They are lost because of their relationship to Satan.
	John 8:42–44; 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:13; 1 John 3:10; 5:19

	5.     They are lost because of their relationship to sin.
	Gen. 2:17; Job 14:4; Jer. 17:19; Rom. 5:12; 7:14; Eph. 4:18

	6.     They are lost because of their relationship to God.
	Eph. 2:12; 1 John 5:12; Jude 1:19


7 Divine Calls to the Christian From God
	1.     The call to salvation
	Rom. 8:28–30

	2.     The call to sanctification
	1 Thess. 4:3; 5:23–24

	3.     The call to service
	John 15:16; 1 Cor. 1:26; Eph. 2:10

	4.     The call to separation
	2 Cor. 6:14–18

	5.     The call to sonship
	1 John 3:1

	6.     The call to subjection
	Rom. 13:4–5

	7.     The call to suffering
	John 16:33; Acts 14:22; Phil. 1:29; 3:10; 1 Thess. 3:3; 1 Pet. 2:21


Knowledge of the truth. 
You have an anointing from the Holy One is another way of saying that all have received the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy One is an unusual expression but there can be no doubt but that it refers to the Holy Spirit. The result is that ‘all of you have knowledge. The illumination given by the Spirit means that in Christianity there is no enlightened elite on whom all others depend. Every believer has knowledge. 
John has this truth well in mind as he proceeds to the central teaching of the heresy he is opposing. While we do not know exactly what the false teachers taught, they clearly denied the reality of the incarnation. There were some false teachers in early days who held that there was a divine Christ who came down on the man Jesus at his baptism, but left him before the crucifixion. John was not perhaps opposed by people holding exactly this belief, but they held something like it.

The lie. They denied that Jesus is the Christ and this is fundamental. The person who goes wrong here is not to be depended on anywhere; that person is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. The evidence that in Jesus of Nazareth God and humanity are indissolubly united is so strong that anyone who will not accept it is fundamentally astray and is guilty of the radical lie. 
Without a right view of the Son we cannot have a right view of the Father. If Jesus is not the very Son of God and one with the Father, then it is not the love of God that we see revealed in his life and death; in that case it would be only the love of a good man that is seen. It is only as we receive Christ that we become children of God (Jn. 1:12), so that if we reject him we are not members of the family of God. We then have no right to call God our Father.

Remaining in God. What you have heard from the beginning points us back to the simple gospel message. If John’s readers let that remain (the Gk. verb occurs twenty-four times in this letter) in them then they will remain in the Son and in the Father. In this way God’s promise of eternal life is fulfilled. 
What the false teachers were saying would lead the new believers away from the truth. That is why John is writing; he will not allow the false teachers to wreck the lives of the new believers who mean so much to him. John has already spoken of the anointing (20). It is owing to the enlightenment given by the Holy Spirit within them that believers have the knowledge that matters and that they remain in God. 

John appeals to family relationship with ‘little children’ (Gk. ) and urges his readers to behave in the way that is appropriate at Christ’s second coming and which shows that they have been born [better, ‘begotten’] of him. Believers are not simply people who are trying to live a little better. They have been radically renewed, born all over again. The habitual practice of goodness is evidence of what God has done in them.

The Test of Truth (2:18–29)

God reveals Himself to us in His Word, which is the Truth (John 17:17); thus we cannot believe lies and have fellowship with God. John warns about the anti-Christian teachers already in the world, and he tells us how to recognize them: (1) they have left the fellowship of the truth, v. 19; (2) they deny that Jesus Christ is the Son of God come in the flesh, v. 22; (3) they try to seduce believers, v. 26. John agrees with what Peter describes (2 Peter 2): that these false teachers once were in the church, but then departed from the truth they professed to believe.

Here is where the Holy Spirit comes in: He is our heavenly unction (anointing) who teaches us the truth. The Spirit of God uses the inspired Word of God to communicate God’s truth to us. “You know all things” in v. 20 (NKJV) should read “and you all know.” Verse 27 should not be taken to mean that Christians have no need for pastors and teachers, otherwise Eph. 4:8–16 would not be in the NT. Rather, he is saying that believers must be Spirit-taught personally through the Word and should not always depend on human teachers. The Christian in fellowship with God will read and understand the Bible and be taught by the Spirit.

In vv. 28–29, John suggests (as Peter also taught) that false doctrine and false living go together. If we believe the truth with our hearts and commit ourselves to it, then we will live holy lives before men. Of course, one of the greatest incentives to holy living is the imminent coming of Jesus Christ. How tragic that some Christians who have not been abiding (fellowshipping) with Christ will be ashamed when He returns.

While there are many details in these chapters that we have had to overlook, the main lesson is clear: If Christians desire to have fellowship with Christ, they must obey the Word, love God’s people, and believe the truth. Whenever sin enters, the Christian must immediately confess it and claim God’s forgiveness. We must spend time in the Word, learning the truth and letting the truth take hold of the inner person. Or, to look at it negatively, the Christian who deliberately disobeys the Word, neglects the Word, and who cannot get along with God’s people is out of fellowship with God and in the dark. It is not enough to talk about the Christian life; we must practice it.
