1John 2: 15-29 Anitchrists

While the false Christ is merely a pretender to the Messianic office, the Antichrist “assails Christ by proposing to do or to preserve what he did, while denying Him.” Antichrist, then, is one who opposes Christ in the guise of Christ. John's sense of Antichrist is determined by the full Christian conception of Christ, and not by the Jewish conception of the promised Savior.

Each successive age has had in it some of the signs of "the last time" which precedes Christ's coming, in order to keep the Church in continual waiting for the Lord. The connection with 1Jo_2:15-17 is: There are coming those seducers who are of the world (1Jo_4:5), and would tempt you to go out from us (1Jo_2:19) and deny Christ (1Jo_2:22). 

shall come--"cometh," namely, out of his own place. Antichrist is interpreted in two ways: a false Christ (Mat_24:5, Mat_24:24), literally, "instead of Christ"; or an adversary of Christ, literally, "against Christ." As John never uses pseudo-Christ, or "false Christ," for Antichrist, it is plain he means an adversary of Christ, claiming to himself what belongs to Christ, and wishing to substitute himself for Christ as the supreme object of worship. He denies the Son, not merely, like the pope, who acts in the name of the Son, 2Th_2:4. For God's great truth, "God is man," he would substitute his own lie, "man is God". 

are there--"there have begun to be"; there have arisen. These "many Antichrists" answer to "the spirit of lawlessness (Greek) doth already work." The Antichristian principle appeared then, as now, in evil men and evil teachings and writings; but still "THE Antichrist" means a hostile person, even as "THE Christ" is a personal Savior. As "cometh" is used of Christ, so here of Antichrist, the embodiment in his own person of all the Antichristian features and spirit of those "many Antichrists" which have been, and are, his forerunners. John uses the singular of him. No other New Testament writer uses the term. He probably answers to "the little horn having the eyes of a man, and speaking great things" (Dan_7:8, Dan_7:20); "the man of sin, son of perdition" (2Th_2:3); "the beast ascending out of the bottomless pit" (Rev_11:7; Rev_17:8), or rather, "the false prophet," the same as "the second beast coming up out of the earth" (Rev_13:11-18; Rev_16:13).
1Jo 2:18-25 - 

Little children, it is the last time. We are in the last dispensation. 

Ye have heard that antichrist shall come. False Christs and those opposed to Christ. See Mat_24:4. Anti-Christ is Anti-Christianity. 

Whereby we know that it is the last time. Their appearance is a part of the series of events which leads to the final consummation. 

They went out from us. This implies that these antichrists were apostates. The worst men are often those who were once outwardly religious and have fallen away. 

If they had been of us. Had they been true and genuine Christians they could hardly have fallen into such a state of enmity. Their going away and bitter opposition show that they were not real converts. 

But ye have an unction. Ye are anointed with the Holy Spirit. Christian means an anointed one; Anti-Christ would mean against the Anointed. Hence John reminds them that they have been anointed by the Holy One. 

Know all things. All things needful to guard against these opposers and seducing teachers. It is the privilege of those who have this anointing to know Christ experimentally (personally) (Joh_14:22-23). 

I have not written, etc. John writes to them as those who know the truth, and know how to discern between the truth and lies. 

Who is a liar, etc.? Hence they will know how to reject these antichrists who lyingly deny Jesus Christ. 

Whosoever denieth the Son. All who deny the Father and the Son are antichrist; so also those who reject the Son cannot have the Father. 

Let that therefore abide in you. The truth concerning the Father and the Son which Anti-Christ denies. 

Ye shall continue. He who remains steadfast in this faith will continue in the Son, etc. 

And this is the promise. This promise is made to all who abide in the Son and in the Father.

From the first of these passages (“as ye have heard that antichrist cometh”), it is evident that the coming of Antichrist was an event generally anticipated by the Christian community, but it is also clear that the apostle shared to but a limited extent in this popular expectation. He thought the attention of believers needed rather to be directed to the antichristian forces that were at work among and around them (“even now have ... arisen many antichrists”). From 1Jo_2:22; 1Jo_4:3; 2Jo_1:7 we see that the apostle regards erroneous views of the person of Christ as the real Antichrist. To him the Docetism (i.e. the doctrine that Christ's body was only a seeming one) which portended Gnosticism, and the elements of Ebionism (Christ was only a man), were more seriously to be dreaded than persecution.

1Jo 2:18 - Little:  1Jo_2:1; Joh_21:5  it is:  2Ti_3:1; Heb_1:2; 1Pe_1:5, 1Pe_1:20; 2Pe_3:3; Jud_1:18 

ye have:  1Jo_4:3; Mat_24:5, Mat_24:11, Mat_24:24; Mar_13:6, Mar_13:21, Mar_13:22; Act_20:29, Act_20:30; 2Th_2:3-12; 1Ti_4:1-3; 2Ti_3:1-6, 2Ti_4:3, 2Ti_4:4; 2Pe_2:1 antichrist:  1Jo_2:22, 1Jo_4:3; 2Jo_1:7  whereby:  1Ti_4:1; 2Ti_3:1
The false Christs and false prophets (Matthew 24) point to the pretenders to Messiahship, the foreshadowing of the future impostors about to deceive all but the elect. They are the spirits of demons which prepare the false prophet's way, but they are not the false prophet himself (Rev_16:13-14).

John's Antichrist is stated to have been a subject of his oral teaching first (1Jo_2:18; 1Jo_4:3), so Paul (2Th_2:5), and is therefore alluded to, not described. All who deny Jesus's Messiahship and Sonship (as Cerinthus and the Gnostics of John's days) forerun the Antichrist "to come" (the same Greek verb is used as of Christ's" coming".)

Paul's antikeimenos, "who opposeth all that is called God," is the "Antichrist" of John. He is not to come until "he who now letteth (hinders) and that which withholdeth" (hinders; the same Greek verb as before, only neuter instead of masculine) be taken out of the way; i.e., the curbing power of human law (neuter) and the curber (masculine), namely, the Roman emperor and whoever may be representative of the fourth world kingdom's power just before Antichrist. The unanimous consent of the early Christians that the Roman empire is "what withholdeth" was so unlikely to suggest itself to them, inasmuch as regarding it as idolatrous and often persecuting, that this explanation seems to have been preserved from Paul's oral teaching. Another less probable view is that the Holy Spirit is "He who now letteth," and the elect church the thing "that withholdeth," and that is to be taken out of the way on the eve of Antichrist's coming.
As Christ is the second Person in the Trinity, so Antichrist is the second in the anti-trinity, composed of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet (who bears witness to the first beast, as the Holy Spirit witnesseth of the Son).

Antichrist's characteristics (2 Thessalonians 2; 1Jo_2:18-22; 1Jo_4:3) shall be open opposition to God and religion, a claim to God's exclusive prerogatives, lawlessness, power of lying miracles and of beguiling souls under Satan's energizing, having a lamb's horns, i.e., outwardly resembling Christ or Messiah (Rev_13:11); sitting in God's temple as God, apparently restored Israel's persecutor, whence the sacred Hebrew is the language of Daniel 8-12, wherein the little horn from the East is a leading subject, whereas the world's language, Chaldee, is that of Daniel 7 wherein the Romish little horn is described. At first hailed by Israel with hosannahs as her Messiah (Joh_5:43), and making a covenant with the Jews, then breaking it (Daniel 9; 11; 12; Zechariah 11; 12; 13; 14).

Man of Sin
The name occurs in Paul's remarkable announcement in 2Th_2:3-10 of the manifestation of a colossal anti-Christian power prior to the advent, which some of the Thessalonians had been misled into thinking of as immediately impending (2Th_2:2). That “day of the Lord,” the apostle declares, will not come till, as he had previously taught them (2Th_2:5), there has first been a great apostasy and the revelation of “the man of sin” (or “of lawlessness”; compare 2Th_2:8), named also “the son of perdition” (2Th_2:3). This “lawless one” (2Th_2:8) would exalt himself above all that is called God, or is an object of worship; he would sit in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God (2Th_2:4). For the time another power restrained his manifestation; when that was removed, he would be revealed (2Th_2:6, 2Th_2:7). Then “the mystery of lawlessness,” which was already working, would attain its full development (2Th_2:7, 2Th_2:8). The coming of this “man of sin,” in the power of Satan, would be with lying wonders and all deceit of unrighteousness, whereby many would be deceived to their destruction (2Th_2:9, 2Th_2:10). But only for a season (2Th_2:6). Jesus would slay (or consume) him with the breath of His mouth (compare Isa_11:4), and bring him to nought by the manifestation of His coming (2Th_2:8).

John’s general warning against the world is now followed by a warning against one of its end-time manifestations. The false teachers who were present were worldly to the core (cf. 4:5). The readers knew about the predicted advent of the Antichrist and needed to be alerted to the appearance of many who would display his traits of hostility toward God’s Christ. This is a clear indication that history has entered a climactic era: the last hour. Despite the lapse of centuries since John wrote, the climax of all things impends in a special way. The stage has been set for history’s final drama.
Many antichrists. There is no article with hour. John is saying ‘this is last hour’, by which he probably means ‘this is a last hour’. Human history proceeds by periods of slow unfolding until a crisis is reached, an age is ended, a new age begins, and we say, ‘It can never be the same again.’ John is affirming that such a last hour has come. He sees evidence in the appearance not simply of the antichrist, but of many antichrists. The early church clearly expected that a mighty figure of evil, the antichrist, would appear at the end of time (cf. ‘the man of lawlessness’, 2 Thes. 2:3). John uses the term four times (and once in 2 John) but he is not interested in the future evil individual. His concern is for his readers, and he stresses for them the fact that the spirit of antichrist is already abroad. The situation is the same today.









