Prophecy — or prediction, was one of the functions of the prophet. It has been defined as a “miracle of knowledge, a declaration or description or representation of something future, beyond the power of human ability to foresee, discern, or conjecture.” 
The great prediction which runs like a golden thread through the whole contents of the Old Testament is that regarding the coming and work of the Messiah; and the great use of prophecy was to perpetuate faith in his coming, and to prepare the world for that event. But there are many subordinate and intermediate prophecies also which hold an important place in the great chain of events, which illustrate the sovereignty and all-wise overruling providence of God. 

Then there are many prophecies regarding the Jewish nation, its founder Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3; 13:16; 15:5; 17:2, 4–6, etc.), and his posterity, Isaac and Jacob and their descendants (12:7; 13:14, 15, 17; 15:18–21; Ex. 3:8, 17), which have all been fulfilled. The twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy contains a series of predictions, which are even now in the present day being fulfilled. In the writings of the prophets Isaiah (2:18–21), Jeremiah (27:3–7; 29:11–14), Ezekiel (5:12; 8), Daniel (8; 9:26, 27), Hosea (9:17), there are also many prophecies regarding the events, which were to befall that people. 

There is in like manner a large number of prophecies relating to those nations with which the Jews came into contact, as Tyre (Ezek. 26:3–5, 14–21), Egypt (Ezek. 29:10, 15; 30:6, 12, 13), Ethiopia (Nahum 3:8–10), Nineveh (Nahum 1:10; 2:8–13; 3:17–19), Babylon (Isa. 13:4; Jer. 51:7; Isa. 44:27; Jer. 50:38; 51:36, 39, 57), the land of the Philistines (Jer. 47:4–7; Ezek. 25:15–17; Amos 1:6–8; Zeph. 2:4–7; Zech. 9:5–8), and of the four great monarchies (Dan. 2:39, 40; 7:17–24; 8:9). 

But the great body of Old Testament prophecy relates directly to the advent of the Messiah, beginning with Gen. 3:15, the first great promise, and extending in ever-increasing fullness and clearness all through to the very close of the Bible. The Messianic prophecies are too numerous to be quoted. “To him gave all the prophets witness.” (Comp. Micah 5:2; Hag. 2:6–9; Isa. 7:14; 9:6, 7; 11:1, 2; 53; 60:10, 13; Ps. 16:11; 68:18.) 
Jesus and his apostles also delivered many predictions. Those of Christ were very numerous. (Comp. Matt. 10:23,24; 11:23; 19:28; 21:43, 44; 24; 25:31–46; 26:17–35, 46, 64; Mark 9:1; 10:30; 13; 11:1–6, 14; 14:12–31, 42, 62; 16:17, etc.) 

In the New Testament, one book, Revelation, announces itself as a true and trustworthy prophecy, received directly from God (actually, from God the Father through Jesus Christ: Rev. 1:1-3; 22:12-20). The ministry of the apostles brought instruction directly from God to his people, just as the Old Testament prophetic ministry had done, though the form of presentation was different. Prophets of the New Testament period were linked with the apostles in the foundation of the church (Eph. 2:20; 3:5) as expositors of the fulfillment in Christ of Old Testament hopes (Rom. 16:25-27). The book of Hebrews may well be an example of this kind of prophetic ministry.

There is no way to explain the fact that the Bible predicts things that are going to happen historically, unless we see God as the Author. Peter Stoner, in his book Science Speaks, said that if you take just eight of the Old Testament prophecies Christ fulfilled (Stoner is a scientist in the area of mathematical probabilities), and add up the probabilities that these eight things could come to pass by accident, it would be one chance in 1017 that such an accident could happen—and yet every detail has come to pass. 

One chance in 1017 would be like filling the state of Texas two-feet deep in silver dollars, putting an “x” on one of them, and giving a blind man one pick. He’d have one chance in 1017 in picking the one with an “x” on it. That’s how much chance there is, according to the mathematics of probability, of these eight prophecies (with their specific details) ever coming to pass by accident. That’s incredible! When the Bible speaks prophetically it is right, and it contains literally hundreds of fulfilled prophecies.
Prophecy played an important role in Christianity from the very beginning (Acts 2:14-21). The early church used ot prophecy to interpret the life and teachings of Jesus, who himself was recognized as a prophet (Matt. 13:57; 21:11; Luke 4:24; John 4:19; 9:17). After the resurrection, prophecy beame one of the gifts of the Spirit and at least in some congregations was a normal part of worship (1 Thess. 5:20; 1 Cor. 12:28-29; 14:26-32). However, prophecy soon became the province of a specialized office in the church, and prophets were ranked with apostles and teachers as church leaders (Acts 11:27; 13:1; 15:32; Eph. 2:20; 3:5; 4:11; James 5:10; 1 Pet. 1:10; Rev. 22:6-9). The presence of so many prophets caused major problems with false prophecy and made it necessary to devise tests to determine the validity of prophetic oracles (Matt. 7:15; 24:11, 24; Mark 13:22; Acts 13:6; 2 Pet. 2:1; 1 John 4:1; Rev. 2:20; 19:20; 20:10). Difficulties in recognizing false prophets may have led church leaders to try to suppress prophecy altogether and probably hastened the disappearance of prophets from the Christian community.
Biblical Concept of Prophecy: Scripture plainly presents prediction as a manifestation of God's power glorifying His Person, exalting His redemptive work in Christ, and setting forth the divine character of His revealed Word. The words of fulfilled prophecies with regard to the first advent of Christ speak of the wisdom and power of God in interposing for man's need. Scripture not only presents the prophetic word as a demonstration of God's power and wisdom, but it presents His response to man's need. Since man is ignorant of what a day may bring forth, the revelation of God's will for the present and the disclosure of His plans and purposes for the future are of inestimable benefit to the believer. In the light of these facts, widespread neglect of biblical prophecy is not only tragic but also inexcusable.

Moses is the prototype prophet. He was commissioned as God’s spokesman and communicated the Word of God that was to shape Israel’s lifestyle in the Promised Land. While Moses left the written Law to guide Israel, the Lord was committed to provide supernatural guidance in specific situations not covered by Law. Later prophets stopped wars, gave kings military as well as moral guidance, confronted those who did wrong, and announced divine judgment. The prophets served as the conscience of the nation, as well as visionaries whose predictions about the future were intended to shape contemporary attitudes and acts. 

The office of prophet was not hereditary, nor was it limited to men (cf. Ex. 15:20; Jud. 4:4; 2 Chron. 34:22; Neh. 6:14). These messengers were called from all walks of life to what was, most often, a thankless and dangerous ministry. Only a deep sense of divine calling could move the true prophet to risk speaking an unpopular word in times of royal or national apostasy. 

The primary focus of every prophet’s ministry was to the people of his or her own time. Yet “prophet” most often calls to our mind prediction of future events. The most famous O.T. prophecies are predictions of events hundreds or even thousands of years beyond the prophet’s era. Yet the O.T. prophets characteristically also produced an authenticating sign: a miracle, or a near-term prophecy that came true. Thus Elijah announced that no rain would fall in Israel except at his command—and none fell for over three years. And Jeremiah, contradicted by the false prophet Hananiah, announced that Hananiah would die within a year—and he did. Thus each generation had evidence that the prophets among them did speak with God’s own authority. And each generation was responsible to respond to the prophetic word and be blessed, or to reject that word and suffer the consequences of disobeying God.

The Prophet's Call: A prophet received his call or appointment directly from God. Some prophets, like Jeremiah or John the Baptist, were called before birth (Jer 1:5; Luke 1:13-16), but their privilege was not a birthright. Their authority came from God alone whose message they bore (Ex 7:1). Who can match the eloquence and brilliance of Isaiah, the depth of emotion and melancholy of Jeremiah, or the dramatic and dogged spirit of Ezekiel? A prophetic call was a call to liberty and freedom to be oneself (John 8:31-32). It enabled the prophet to be unaffected by human bias and criticism. The call of the prophet required that he not be intimidated or threatened by his audience (Jer 1:7-8; Ezek 2:6).

PROPHETESS (Heb. nebı’a; Gk. prophetis)

 Throughout both Testaments ‘prophetess’ is used in as wide a sense of women as ‘prophet’ is of men. Prophetesses specifically named are Miriam, sister of Moses, who led a choral dance in celebration of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt (Ex. 15:20); Deborah, wife of Lappidoth, ‘a mother in Israel’ (Jdg. 5:7), who was consulted as an intertribal judge (Jdg. 4:4); Huldah, wife of the keeper of the royal wardrobe, who declared the divine will to Josiah after the discovery of the law-book (2 Ki. 22:14); Noadiah, who joined other prophets in attempting to intimidate Nehemiah (Ne. 6:14); and Anna, who praised God in the Temple at the appearance of the infant Jesus (Lk. 2:36ff.).

Isaiah’s wife is called ‘the prophetess’ (Is. 8:3), perhaps because she is a prophet’s wife. Philip’s 4 unnamed daughters prophesied in Caesarea (Acts 21:9). In the early church, as Paul’s Corinthian correspondence indicates, the gift of prophecy was exercised by various Christians irrespective of gender (cf. 1 Cor. 11:4f.). This was in accordance with the prediction of Joel 2:28 (‘your sons and your daughters shall prophesy’), fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:16ff.).

There were false prophetesses as well as false prophets in Israel (cf. Ezk. 13:17). In the NT unenviable notoriety is attained by ‘the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess (Rev. 2:20). 

