Busy-Bodies.
1.     Fools are. Pr 20:3. 

2.     The idle are. 2Th 3:11; 1Ti 5:13. 

3.     Are mischievous tale-bearers. 1Ti 5:13. 

4.     Bring mischief upon themselves. 2Ki 14:10; Pr 26:17. 

5.     Christians must not be. 1Pe 4:15.

Watchfulness.
1.     Christ an example of. Mt 26:38,40; Lu 6:12. 

2.     Commanded. Mr 13:37; Re 3:2. 

3.     Exhortations to. 1Th 5:6; 1Pe 4:7. 

4.     God especially requires in ministers. Eze 3:17; Isa 62:6; Mr 13:34. 

5.     Ministers exhorted to. Ac 20:31; 2Ti 4:5. 

6.     Faithful ministers exercise. Heb 13:17. 

7.     Faithful ministers approved by. Mt 24:45,46; Lu 12:41-44. 

8.     Should be

a.     With prayer. Lu 21:36; Eph 6:18. 

b.     With thanksgiving. Col 4:2. 

c.     With steadfastness in the faith. 1Co 16:13. 

d.     With heedfulness. Mr 13:33. 

e.     With sobriety. 1Th 5:6; 1Pe 4:7. 

f.     At all times. Pr 8:34. 

g.     In all things. 2Ti 4:5. 

9.     Saints pray to be kept in a state of. Ps 141:3. 

10.     Motives to

a.     Expected direction from God. Hab 2:1. 

b.     Uncertain time of the coming of Christ. Mt 24:42; 25:13; Mr 13:35,36. 

c.     Incessant assaults of the devil. 1Pe 5:8. 

d.     Liability to temptation. Mt 26:41. 

11.     Blessedness of. Lu 12:37; Re 16:15. 

12.     Unfaithful ministers devoid of. Isa 56:10. 

13.     The wicked averse to. 1Th 5:7. 

14.     Danger of remissness in. Mt 24:48-51; 25:5,8,12; Re 3:3. 

15.     Illustrated. Lu 12:35,36. 

16.     Exemplified

a.     David. Ps 102:7. 

b.     Anna. Lu 2:37. 

c.     Paul. 2Co 11:27.

Those Doubting Churchmen

A survey taken of 521 clergy and laymen attending the National Council of Churches’ General Assembly in Miami Beach showed a movement away from traditional belief, as follows:

Little more than half believed Jesus to be divine. 

Only one-fourth thought biblical miracles literally happened. 

One-third declared the devil “definitely does not exist.”

Only sixty-two percent looked forward with “complete certainty” to a life after death. 

To Celebrate Eve’s Disobedience

“Eve’s eating of the apple in the garden of Eden was the first free act of the human race. We ought to recognize that act. We ought to celebrate Eve. She began the process of freedom.” So stated the Reverend Patricia Budd Kepler, director of ministerial studies at Harvard Divinity School. 

Speaking to the Western New York Presbytery, Reverend Kepler said that the expulsion of Adam and Eve from paradise into reality was God’s way of giving birth to people. The minister went on to say that this made sin possible “because sin comes with freedom and choice.”

Nothing Left But The Covers

A certain clergyman was called by a church to become its pastor. Having been strongly influenced by critical scholars who downgrade portions of the Scripture as myths, he himself doubted the authenticity of the whole Bible. 

About two years after his coming, the pastor visited one of his members who was very sick. When he learned that the man had a terminal illness, he suggested, “Perhaps you would like me to read and pray for you?” “Yes,” replied the man as he took his Bible and handed it to the minister. When he opened it, he was somewhat shocked at what he saw. Many of the pages were torn away, some of the chapters were missing, and a number of verses were actually cut! It was a terribly mangled volume. 

Reluctantly the pastor asked, “Haven’t you got a better Bible than this?” The dying man replied, “When you came to our church, I believed the entire Book. But as soon as you told us that certain sections were not true, I removed them. When you said that some stories were probably fiction and referred to them as fables, I tore them out. I think if I had another year under your teaching, I would have nothing but two covers left.”

“In Twinkling Of Eye”

Scientists have computed that it takes one-fiftieth of a second to blink an eye and that a person blinks 25 times a minute. Thus, a motorist who averages 55 miles per hour on a 10-hour trip, drives 33 miles with his eyes shut. 
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Isaiah Warning Against Worldly Counsel

"Woe to the rebellious children," says the LORD, "Who take counsel, but not of Me, and who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, that they may add sin to sin. Who walk to go down to Egypt, and have not asked My advice."  (Isa_30:1-2)

Those who want to live by grace (living by God working in and through their lives) characteristically depend upon the counsel of the Lord. Correspondingly, they have a burden to warn against worldly counsel, which undermines, or substitutes itself for, God's counsel. " 'Woe to the rebellious children,' says the LORD, 'Who take counsel, but not of Me'." 

Everyone needs counsel consistently. We all need to find valid guidance and direction through the opportunities and challenges of life. The Lord is to be our constant resource for such counsel. "This also comes from the LORD of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in guidance" (Isa_28:29). The counsel of the Lord is wonderful; it is excellent! in fact, when Messiah would come (Jesus, the Christ), one of His descriptive title names would be Wonderful Counselor (Isa_9:6). This wonderful counsel of God comes to us through the word of God. "Your testimonies also are my delight and my counselors" (Psa_119:24). 

Consequently, those who turn elsewhere for counsel are rebelling (at least, inadvertently) against the Lord. " 'Woe to the rebellious children,' says the LORD, 'Who take counsel, but not of Me'." Our God of grace wants to counsel us down His path. He wants to teach us to live by His wisdom and His provision. When we are formulating our plans, He wants us to allow His Spirit to direct us through His word: "who devise plans, but not of My Spirit." The only other option is to lean on the counsel of the world: "Who walk to go down to Egypt, and have not asked My advice." God strongly warned His children of the vanity of seeking the worldly wisdom of Egypt. "You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels; let now the astrologers, the stargazers, and the monthly prognosticators stand up and save you from these things that shall come upon you" (Isa_47:13). 

The church world today frequently turns to the contemporary speculations of man. The wisdom of man is a vain help. We would do well to consider Isaiah's clear warning. "Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help . . .  who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the LORD!" (Isa_31:1).

Lord Jesus, my Wonderful Counselor, forgive me for the many times that I have turned to worldly counsel. I see that such a choice interferes with your work of grace in my life. Please remind me day by day to seek all of the counsel I need through the Holy Spirit unfolding the wisdom of Your word, Amen.
“Mixing Of Sexes” In Public

In 1854, three young women employed as copyists in the U.S. Patent Office were threatened with loss of their jobs. The Commissioner of Patent wrote the Secretary of the Interior, Robert McClelland, on behalf of one copyist and received this response:

“There is every disposition on my part to do anything for the lady in question except to retain her or any of the other females who work in the Patent Office. I have no objection to the employment of females in duties they are competent to discharge, but there is such obvious impropriety in the mixing of the sexes within the walls of public office that I have determined to arrest the practice.”

The “lady in question” later distinguished herself in exclusively male territory: the Civil War Battlefields. Clara Barton then went on to found the American Red Cross. 

Clock Of Life

The clock of life is wound but once, 

And no man has the power

To tell just when the hands will stop, 

At late or early hour. 

To lose one’s wealth is sad indeed. 

To lose one’s health is more. 

To lose one’s soul is such a loss

That no man can restore. 

Thirty-nine people died while you read this short poem. Every hour 5,417 go to meet their Maker. What are YOU doing to help reach them with the Gospel before they are cast into Hell? 

