1Peter 5
People undergoing the experiences and faced with the challenges of ch. 4 will need wise and skilful pastoring. The niv omits the emphatic Greek ‘therefore’ which links these verses with those which precede. With his unique position and experience Peter urges the local church leaders to discharge their duties in a ready, enthusiastic and exemplary manner. They should remember both to whom they are under-shepherds, and the reward he has promised for faithful service.

Three contrasting ways of tackling the task of a pastor are set out. First, not grudgingly as a duty but willingly as of free choice; secondly, not greedily thinking of the reward but with ready heart for the Lord and those they serve; and thirdly, not flaunting their position but using every opportunity to give the flock an example.

Pastors’ duties included feeding, leading, encouraging, discipling, guarding. The shepherd is to take the oversight and be the leader. Where would the flock be if the sheep led the shepherd or if every sheep were given his or her own way? 

The shepherd must serve the Lord with a willing heart because he loves Christ and the flock, and not simply because he has a job to do. He must never serve for “shameful gain” (v. 2), whether it be money, prestige, power, or promotion. He must be eager to work (of a ready mind), not listless or lazy. 
Verse 5 refers literally to the young people of the church, but we may apply it to all members as they follow their spiritual leaders (Heb. 13:17). Peter refers here to that evening in the Upper Room when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. To be “clothed with humility” (v. 5) means to be controlled by a humble spirit, to be a servant. God resists arrogant, self-seeking persons but gives grace to the humble (Prov. 3:34; James 4:6). “Be humbled under the mighty hand of God!” he exhorts. “Allow this time of suffering to bring you low before Him, and then He will exalt you when He sees you are ready.” The wonderful promise “He cares for you” (NKJV) reminds us of the night in the boat when the disciples asked Jesus, “Do You not care that we are perishing?” (see Mark 4:38, NKJV) Of course, Jesus cares! Satan would have Christians believe that their “fiery trial” was an evidence of God’s indifference; but Peter reminds them that they may “cast the whole of their care” (v. 7) once and for all upon Christ.

Who better than Peter would know about the prowlings of Satan! Several times Jesus warned Peter that Satan was after him, but he failed to heed the warning. Too many Christians have “gone to sleep,” opening the way for Satan to work (Matt. 13:25, 39).

Satan is an “adversary,” which means “one who accuses at court.” The word “devil” means “a slanderer.” Satan accuses us before God (Job 1–2; Zech. 3:1–5; Rev. 12:10), and he uses the lips of unsaved people to accuse us falsely (1 Peter 2:12; 3:16; 4:4, 14). Satan comes either as a serpent to deceive (Gen. 3) or as a lion to devour. He is a liar and a murderer (John 8:44).

What can Christians do to defeat Satan? (1) Be alert! We must keep our eyes open and not relax our guard. When David relaxed and left the battle, he fell into sin (2 Sam. 11). When Peter felt self-confident, he went to sleep and fell into Satan’s trap. (2) Resist! This word calls to mind an army, standing together to oppose the enemy. Christians must be united against Satan (Phil. 1:27–30). If there is a break in the ranks, Satan has an opportunity to attack. (3) Believe! We resist him in the faith, that is, trusting in the victory of Christ. Satan uses lies as his chief weapon, and the believer must counteract Satan’s lies with God’s truth. Jesus used the sword of the Spirit in the wilderness (Matt. 4). (4) Remember! Remember that other Christians are going through the same trials and that you are not alone. If Satan can get us to feel that we are alone, that God has singled us out, then he will discourage and defeat us. 

Peter’s theme has been grace (5:12), so he closes by reminding the saints that their God is the God of all grace! The Christian goes “from grace to grace” (John 1:16). The Christian life begins with saving grace (Eph. 2:8–10). It continues with serving grace (1 Cor. 15:9–10); then sanctifying grace (Rom. 5:17; 6:17). God also gives sacrificing grace (2 Cor. 8:1–9), singing grace (Col. 3:16), speaking grace (Col. 4:6), strengthening grace (2 Tim. 2:1), and suffering grace (2 Cor. 12:9). “He gives more grace” (James 4:6, NKJV).
Your adversary the devil - This is the reason why ye should be sober and vigilant; ye have an ever active, implacable, subtle enemy to contend with. He walketh about - he has access to you everywhere; he knows your feelings and your propensities, and informs himself of all your circumstances; only God can know more and do more than he, therefore your care must be cast upon God.

As a roaring lion - Satan tempts under three forms:

1.
The subtle serpent; to beguile our senses, pervert our judgment, and enchant our imagination.

2.
As an angel of light; to deceive us with false views of spiritual things, refinements in religion, and presumption on the providence and grace of God.

3.
As a roaring lion; to bear us down, and destroy us by violent opposition, persecution, and death. 

Walketh about - Traversing the earth; a plain reference to Job_2:2, which see.

Seeking whom he may devour -  Whom he may gulp down. It is not every one that he can swallow down: those who are sober and vigilant are proof against him, these he May Not swallow down; those who are drunken with the cares of this world, etc., and are unwatchful, these he May swallow down. There is a beauty in this verse, and a striking apposition between the first and last words, which I think have not been noticed: If you swallow strong drink down, the devil will swallow you down. 

Whom resist - Stand against him. Though invulnerable, he is not unconquerable: the weakest follower of God can confound and overpower him, if he continue steadfast in the faith - believing on the Son of God, and walking uprightly before him. To a soul thus engaged he can do no damage.

Satan
Adversary; accuser. When used as a proper name, the Hebrew word so rendered has the article “the adversary” (Job_1:6-12; Job_2:1-7). In the New Testament it is used as interchangeable with Diabolos, or the devil, and is so used more than thirty times.

He is also called “the dragon,” “the old serpent” (Rev_12:9; Rev_20:2); “the prince of this world” (Joh_12:31; Joh_14:30); “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph_2:2); “the god of this world” (2Co_4:4); “the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Eph_2:2). The distinct personality of Satan and his activity among men are thus obviously recognized. He tempted our Lord in the wilderness (Mat_4:1-11). He is “Beelzebub, the prince of the devils” (Mat_12:24). He is “the constant enemy of God, of Christ, of the divine kingdom, of the followers of Christ, and of all truth; full of falsehood and all malice, and exciting and seducing to evil in every possible way.” His power is very great in the world. He is a “roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1Pe_5:8). Men are said to be “taken captive by him” (2Ti_2:26). Christians are warned against his “devices” (2Co_2:11), and called on to “resist” him (Jam_4:7).

Christ redeems his people from “him that had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb_2:14). Satan has the “power of death,” not as lord, but simply as executioner.

Satan   Called:

Abaddon

Rev_9:11
Accuser of our Brethren

Rev_12:10
Adversary

1Pe_5:8
Angel of the Bottomless Pit

Rev_9:11
Apollyon

Rev_9:11
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Belial
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Evil Spirit
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Father of Lies
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Gates of Hell
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Lying Spirit
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Murderer
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Power of Darkness
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Eph_2:2
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Satan
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The God of this World
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Unclean Spirit
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