A Positive Christian  
In a sense, there are certain commitments of the Christian which immunize him or her from the threats of false teaching!
Productive lives (2 Peter 1:1–11). God has given Jesus’ people great promises and gifts. These provide “everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him” (v. 3). Through God’s provision we partake of the divine nature and thus “escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires” (v. 4).

Our first protection against corrupting influences from within is a commitment to that godliness which God’s work in Christ has made possible for us. Peter calls on us to “make every effort” to develop qualities that reflect God’s nature. These qualities are (vv. 5–7):

•     faith     as full commitment to Christian teaching.

•     goodness     literally, “virtue,” or moral excellence.

•     knowledge     as understanding drawn from God’s revelation.

•     self-control     as the ability to “hold yourself in.”

•     perseverance     as steadfastness in the face of opposition.

•     godliness     as conduct that shows we are aware of God’s presence.

•     brotherly kindness     as a real affection for our fellow Christians.

•     love     as a real commitment to do good to others.

Such qualities will “keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 8).

The person who is fully committed to living for Jesus is unlikely to be drawn away to follow false teachers or false teaching. It is rather the lukewarm and indifferent Christian who is susceptible.

God’s sure Word (2 Peter 1:12–21). A parallel line of defense is full confidence in “the truth you now have” (v. 12). Peter reminded us how great a confidence we can have in the Scriptures, whose prophetic words about Jesus have proven true, thus demonstrating that the Spirit truly “carried along” Scripture’s writers so that the Word has its origin in the will of God.

A vision of reality (2 Peter 3:1–13). Unlike those who scoff, we know that this present world will be destroyed. Looking forward to that great cataclysm we fix our hope not on anything in this material universe but on the new heaven and earth God will create. Our vision of the future, and values shaped by the expectation of Christ’s return, motivate us to live “holy and godly lives.”

Persevering in the faith (Jude 20–22). Jude closed his letter with a description of the life to which we are to commit ourselves. As we focus on these things, we will be immune to the appeal of false teachers and false teaching.

What are we to concentrate on? Praying. Keeping ourselves in God’s love (which 1 John 5:1–4 defines as loving one another and obeying the Lord). Looking expectantly toward Jesus’ coming. Being merciful to those who waver, and seeking to snatch them from judgment even while keeping clear of all that corrupts them.

If we lead lives like this, we and the church itself will be safe from all influences that would corrupt.

Devotion    September 7
WHEAT AND TARES

"But while he slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way."-- Mat_13:25.
HOW CLEARLY our Lord taught the personality of Satan! In His explanation of this parable, He said distinctly, "The enemy that sowed them is the devil." He knew that in every heart--in the Church as well as in the world--the great enemy of God's Kingdom, and of human happiness, is always at work, sowing tares. The seed may be very small, but in a single night irreparable injury may be wrought.

Notice that we become as the seed we receive--those who receive the wheat-seed become wheat; those who receive the tare-seed become tares. "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." How careful we should be over the books we read, the companionship and friendship that we form, the recreations that we take part in. Such are some of the processes by which our characters are being made. If we are thoughtless and careless, we expose ourselves to the reception of tare-seed, which germinates into weeds and rubbish. Of course, if our necessary duties take us into scenes where evil is rife, we may claim the keeping power of Christ, and hide ourselves in Him. As the doctor or nurse will saturate themselves with disinfectant when called to a house where plague or fever is incurred, so the Holy Spirit, in whom we may bathe our souls, will be as the antiseptic, and deliver us from the microbes of temptation (Gal_5:16-17).

There is not much difference, it is said, between wheat and tares, in the earlier stages of growth; it is only when the harvest comes that the distinction is dearly defined. So in the Church and the world, there are many counterfeits, people who seem to be good and true, but they are not what they seem, and in the day of reckoning they will be rooted up and cast forth as rubbish. The two classes that will be rejected at last are "All that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity" (Mat_13:41, R.V.). It may be that you are not amongst those that do iniquity, in any of its glaring forms, but are you causing others to stumble by your inconsistent behaviour or worldliness? Let each of us carefully examine ourselves, and open our hearts to receive from the hand of the Lord Jesus the incorruptible seed which He waits to implant by His Word.

PRAYER
Give us a pure judgment and a true understanding of Thy Word, O Lord, that we may not be deceived and carried away by any error; but grant that we may grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. AMEN.

