Rom 16:17 - 

Now I beseech you - One great object of this Epistle had been to promote “peace” between the Jewish and Gentile converts. So much did this subject press upon the mind of the apostle, that he seems unwilling to leave it. He returns to it again and again; and even after the Epistle is apparently concluded, he returns to it, to give them a new charge on the subject.

Mark them - Observe attentively, cautiously, and faithfully Phi_3:17; be on your guard against them. Ascertain “who are” the real causes of the divisions that spring up, and avoid them.

Which cause - Who make. The Jews were perpetually recalling the Christian converts to the Law of Moses; insisting on the observance of those rites; troubling the churches, and producing dissensions and strifes; Gal_3:1; Gal_5:1-8; Act_15:1, Act_15:24.

Divisions - Dissensions; parties; factions; 1Co_3:3; Gal_5:20. The very “attempt” to form such parties was evil, no matter what the pretence. They who attempt to form parties in the churches are commonly driven by some evil or ambitious design.
And offences - Scandals; or that gives occasion for others to fall into sin. These two things are different. The first means parties; the other denotes such a course of life as would lead others into sin. The “Jew” would form parties, on the pretence of superior holiness; the Gentiles, or some Gentile convert might deride the scrupulous feelings of the Jew, and might thus lead him into “sin” in regard to what his conscience really forbade; see Rom_14:15. These persons on both sides were to he avoided, and they were to refuse to follow them, and to cultivate the spirit of unity and peace.

Contrary to the doctrine - To the “teaching” which you have received in this Epistle and elsewhere; the teaching that these divisions should cease; that the Jewish ceremonies are not binding; that all should lay aside their causes of former difference, and be united in one family; see Rom. 14; 15.

And avoid them - Give them no countenance or approbation. Do not follow them; compare 1Ti_6:3-5; 2Jo_1:10; Gal_1:8-9. That is, avoid them as “teachers;” do not follow them. It does not mean that they were to be treated harshly; but that they were to be avoided in their “instructions.” They were to disregard all that they could say tending to produce alienation and strife; and resolve to cultivate the spirit of peace and union. This would be an admirable rule if always followed. Let people make “peace” their prime object; resolve to love all who “are” Christians, and it will be an infallible gauge by which to measure the arguments of those who seek to promote alienations and contentions.

Rom 16:18 - 

Serve not - Obey not. Though they are professedly, yet they are not his real friends and followers.

But their own belly - Their own “lusts;” their own private interests; they do this to obtain support. The authors of parties and divisions, in church and state, have this usually in view. It is for the indulgence of some earthly appetite; to obtain function or property; or to gratify the love of dominion.

And by good words - Mild, fair, plausible speeches; with an appearance of great sincerity, and regard for the truth; compare Col_2:4; 2Pe_3:3. People who cause divisions commonly make great pretensions to peculiar love of truth and orthodoxy; and put on the appearance of great sincerity, sanctity, and humility.

And fair speeches - Greek εὐλογίας  eulogias, eulogy, praise, flattery. This is another very common art. “Flattery” is one of the most powerful means of forming parties in the church; and “a little special attention,” or promise of an office, or commendation for talents or acquirements, will secure “many” to the purposes of party whom no regard for truth or orthodoxy could influence a moment.

Deceive the hearts of the simple - The minds of the unsuspecting, or those who are without guile. The apostle means to designate those who are simple-hearted, without any disposition to deceive others themselves, and of course without any suspicions of the “designs” of others. He has thus drawn the art of making parties with the hand of a master. First, there are smooth, plausible pretences, as of great love for truth. Then, an artful mingling of attentions and flatteries; and all this practiced on the minds of the unsuspecting, drawing their “hearts” and “affections” toward themselves. Happy would it have been if the art had been confined to his own times.

Some foes to avoid (vv. 17–20). Not everyone was working with Paul for the spreading of the Gospel. There were some who, for selfish reasons, were dividing the churches by teaching false doctrine. These people were probably the same Judaizers who had given Paul trouble in other churches (see Phil. 3:17–21). Instead of preaching the truth, these men spread their own religious propaganda, using deceit and clever speeches. We have the same problem today, and Christians must beware of false teachers. They come to your front door with magazines, books, and tapes, trying to convince you that they are teaching the truth. Paul gives two instructions: mark them (identify them), and avoid them. 

It is a matter of obedience to the Lord and testimony to others. The issue is not making or keeping friends, but pleasing the Lord and maintaining a consistent testimony. Romans 16:20 suggests that these false teachers really come from Satan, and one day even he shall be completely defeated. 

Alliance and Society With the Enemies of God.
1.     Forbidden. Ex 23:32; 34:12; De 7:2,3; 13:6,8; Jos 23:6,7; Jdj 2:2; Ezr 9:12; Pr 1:10,15; 2Co 6:14-17; Eph 5:11. 

2.     Lead to idolatry. Ex 34:15,16; Nu 25:1-8; De 7:4; Jdj 3:5-7; Re 2:20. 

3.     Have led to murder and human sacrifice. Ps 106:37,38. 

4.     Provoke the anger of God. De 7:4; 31:16,17; 2Ch 19:2; Ezr 9:13,14; Ps 106:29,40; Isa 2:6. 

5.     Provoke God to leave mean to reap the fruits of them. Jos 23:12,13; Jdj 2:1-3. 

6.     Are ensnaring. Ex 23:33; Nu 25:18; De 12:30; 13:6; Ps 106:36. 

7.     Are enslaved. 2Pe 2:18,19. 

8.     Are defiling. Ezr 9:1,2. 

9.     Are degrading. Isa 1:23. 

10.     Are ruinous to spiritual interest. Pr 29:24; Heb 12:14,15; 2Pe 3:17. 

11.     Are ruinous to moral character. 1Co 15:33. 

12.     Are a proof of folly. Pr 12:11. 

13.     Children who enter into, bring shame upon their parents. Pr 28:7. 

14.     Evil consequences of. Pr 28:19; Jer 51:7. 

15.     The wicked are prone to. Ps 50:18; Jer 2:25. 

16.     The wicked tempt saints to. Ne 6:2-4. 

17.     Sin of, to be confessed, deeply repented of, and forsaken. Ezr 10:1-44. 

18.     Involve saints in their guiltiness. 2Jo 1:9-11; Re 18:4. 

19.     Involve saints in their punishment. Nu 16:26; Jer 51:6; Re 18:4. 

20.     Unbecoming in those called saints. 2Ch 19:2; 2Co 6:14-16; Php 2:15. 

21.     Exhortations to shun all inducements to. Pr 1:10-15; 4:14,15; 2Pe 3:17. 

22.     Exhortations to hate and avoid. Pr 14:7; Ro 16:17; 1Co 5:9-11; Eph 5:6,7; 1Ti 6:5; 2Ti 3:5. 

23.     A call to come out from. Nu 16:26; Ezr 10:11; Jer 51:6,45; 2Co 6:17; 2Th 3:6; Re 18:4. 

24.     Means of preservation from. Pr 2:10-20; 19:27. 

25.     Blessedness of avoiding. Ps 1:1. 

26.     Blessedness of forsaking. Ezr 9:12; Pr 9:6; 2Co 6:17,18. 

27.     Saints grieve to meet with, in their intercourse with the world. Ps 57:4; 120:5,6; 2Pe 2:7,8. 

28.     Saints grieve to witness in their brethren. Ge 26:35; Ezr 9:3; 10:6. 

29.     Saints hate and avoid. Ps 26:4,5; 31:6; 101:7; Re 2:2. 

30.     Saints deprecate. Ge 49:6; Ps 6:8; 15:4; 101:4,7; 119:115; 139:19. 

31.     Saints are separate from. Ex 33:16; Ezr 6:21. 

32.     Saints should be circumspect when unintentionally thrown into. Mt 10:16; Col 4:5; 1Pe 2:12. 

33.     Pious parents prohibit, to their children. Ge 28:1. 

34.     Persons in authority should denounce. Ezr 10:9-11; Ne 13:23-27. 

35.     Punishment of. Nu 33:56; De 7:4; Jos 23:13; Jdj 2:3; 3:5-8; Ezr 9:7,14; Ps 106:41,42; Re 2:16,22,23. 

36.     Exemplified

a.     Solomon. 1Ki 11:1-8. 

b.     Rehoboam. 1Ki 12:8,9. 

c.     Jehoshaphat. 2Ch 18:3; 19:2; 20:35-37. 

d.     Jehoram. 2Ch 21:6. 

e.     Ahaziah. 2Ch 22:3-5. 

f.     Israelites. Ezr 9:1,2. 

g.     Israel. Eze 44:7. 

h.     Judas Iscariot. Mt 26:14-16. 

37.     Examples of avoiding

a.     Man of God. 1Ki 13:7-10. 

b.     Nehemiah, &c. Ne 6:2-4; 10:29-31. 

c.     David. Ps 101:4-7; 119:115. 

d.     Jeremiah. Jer 15:17. 

e.     Joseph of Arimathaea. Lu 23:51. 

f.     Church of Ephesus. Re 2:6. 

38.     Examples of forsaking

a.     Israelites. Nu 16:27; Ezr 6:21,22; 10:3,4,16,17. 

b.     Sons of the Priests. Ezr 10:18,19. 

39.     Examples of the judgments of God against

a.     Korah, &c. Nu 16:32. 

b.     Ahaziah. 2Ch 22:7,8. 

c.     Judas Iscariot. Ac 1:18.

