An Ambassador of the King

In December 1814 William Carey’s son Felix resigned from his missionary work to become ambassador in Calcutta for the king of Burma. While most parents would have been proud of this appointment, his father was deeply hurt and wrote home, “Felix is shriveled from a missionary into an ambassador.” 
We as Christians are not required to make this choice because every believer is called by Christ to be both a missionary (“one who is sent”) and an ambassador (“one who carries a message”). Jesus said, “As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21). Paul wrote, “Now, then, we are ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20).

Someone has defined an ambassador as a politician who did not get elected to office but was given an office on condition that he leave the country. In Bible times, the word ambassador had little to do with politics. Rather, it carried the meaning of “personal messenger,” one sent on a special mission (2 Chron. 35:21; Isa. 18:1-2; Luke 14:32). The ambassador was under the authority of a ruler or a government official. He was sent to declare a message but not to negotiate the response. 

In Paul’s day Rome had two different kinds of provinces, each related to the Roman government in a different way. Senatorial provinces were made up of people who had submitted to Rome and were peacefully obeying the law. Imperial provinces, however, were still rebellious and would create problems for Rome if they could. Rome sent ambassadors to the imperial provinces but not to the senatorial provinces.

Christians are God’s ambassadors to this world because the world is at war with God (Rom. 5:10; 8:5-8). Through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross, God has been reconciled to the world (2 Cor. 5:18-19); but the world will not repent and be reconciled to God. For this reason, God must deal with this rebellious world as Rome dealt with their imperial provinces. He must send his ambassadors with his message of peace. Indeed, even this is an act of grace; for God has every right to send his angelic armies and judge the world for its sin. Instead, he offers sinners the gift of peace and forgiveness.

What are the characteristics of an ambassador and how do they relate to us as God’s ambassadors today?

To begin with, an ambassador must be a citizen of the nation he or she represents. While it is not unusual for an ambassador from one country to intervene and represent another country, especially when sensitive issues are involved (hostages, war, etc.), it is only the country’s official ambassador who has the authority to act. He may consult with other leaders, and even ask for their assistance, but he alone can take the responsibility for whatever decisions are made.

All of God’s ambassadors were once citizens of Satan’s kingdom, living outside the kingdom of God. They could not leave Satan’s realm in their own power, nor could they make themselves citizens of God’s kingdom by their own efforts. Only Jesus Christ can set sinners free and give them new citizenship. “Who hath delivered us from the power [authority] of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13-14).

The word translated delivered means “to rescue from danger” and is used in 2 Peter 2:7 to describe Lot’s deliverance from Sodom. The word translated comes from a Greek word that means “to move defeated people from one land to another,” such as the deportation of prisoners of war. When we trusted Jesus Christ, we were moved out of Satan’s defeated kingdom and into the victorious kingdom of the Lord. It is a “deportation” that means glory and freedom, not shame and slavery. Because we are saved, we have been turned “from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18).

For God’s ambassadors, their true citizenship [“conversation” in the King James Version] is in heaven (Phil. 3:20) and their names are written down in heaven (Luke 10:20; Phil. 4:3). This heavenly citizenship qualifies believers to represent the Father as ambassadors on earth.

Ambassadors must be commissioned. While sometimes private citizens may be influential in dealing with foreign powers, it is the official ambassador who has the authority to act. He is the one who has been commissioned by his government and whose credentials have been approved and accepted. “Free-lance ambassadors” usually produce good publicity but bad diplomacy.

Every Christian is an “ambassador for Christ” whether he knows it or not or even agrees with his calling. God has given to us “the ministry of reconciliation” and “the word of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18-19), and we must, in Christ’s stead, plead with a rebellious world to be reconciled to God. “As my Father hath sent me, so send I you” (John 20:21; and see John 17:18).

This means that our chief job in this world is to share the gospel and to seek to lead people to faith in Jesus Christ. We are God’s ambassadors of peace. Contrary to what most people think, God has not declared war on this world. He has declared peace. Like the nation of Israel as they conquered the Promised Land, we declare God’s peace to the enemy and give them the opportunity to surrender to the Lord (Deut. 20:10-12). We are commissioned by the King of Kings.

Third, an ambassador represents his ruler and his people. Not every believer is called to full-time Christian service, but every believer is called to full-time Christian living. No matter where we are, we represent Jesus Christ and his church; and people form their opinions of God and the gospel from what they see and hear in us. It is unfortunate that so many Christians act like tourists instead of like ambassadors and give the world a wrong image of the Christian faith.

The ambassador has no right to manufacture his message, for it is given to him by his ruler; and our message is the gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-8). To proclaim any other message is to invite the judgment of God (Gal. 1:1-9). “Be reconciled to God” is our constant plea as we come into contact with lost sinners.

The ambassador does not promote himself or allow his own personal interests to get in the way of his official work. “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. 4:5). When the messenger becomes more important than the message, you have the beginnings of a cult; and that is always dangerous. We must bear in mind the words of Oswald Chambers: “The Holy Spirit will only witness to a testimony when Jesus Christ is exalted higher than the testimony.”

We are always representing our King, and we must be certain that he is pleased with what we say and do. Being an ambassador is not a job that goes from eight to four each day. The ambassador is always the ambassador, and he or she must behave accordingly. 
The ambassador has all of his or her needs provided. This in itself bears witness to the glory and strength of the nation that commissioned the ambassador. If you have ever visited different embassies, then you know how easy it is to judge the nation by the things you see in the building.

“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). He himself is our shield and our reward, our protection and provision (Gen. 15:1). As long as you and I are on the King’s business, seeking to honor his name and do his will, he will see to it that we receive all that we need. There is no need for his ambassadors to worry, for all the resources of heaven and earth are at their disposal, and he himself is with them wherever they go (Matt. 28:18-20).

An ambassador keeps in touch with headquarters. After all, he must know what his ruler is thinking and how his nation wants him to act concerning the important matters of state. This is especially true when enemies are at work and the country is in danger. Each nation has a “general policy” that expresses the official position on many matters. It also has a strategy for applying this policy in day-to-day decisions. All of this the ambassador must know.

God’s “official statement” is found in the Bible. What he says there reveals his character, his purposes, and his methods of getting things done. As we read the Bible and meditate on it, we discover God’s will and God’s strategy for his people in this world. As we pray and wait before the Lord in worship, the Spirit uses the Word to guide us in our daily decisions. It is not necessary for us to “invent” anything. The strategy is given to us from heaven.
It is interesting to examine the “go” statements given by our Lord. We are to “go home” (Mark 5:19), go “into the streets and lanes of the city” (Luke 14:21), go “into the highways and hedges” (Luke 14:23), and go “into all the world” (Mark 16:15). Acts 1:8 outlines God’s program: we start being ambassadors at home, and then we gradually reach out to a whole world. “The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions,” said missionary Henry Martyn, “and the nearer we get to him, the more intensely missionary we must become.”

The ambassador who does not keep in touch with headquarters is in danger of jeopardizing his nation’s foreign policy. No matter how popular or successful he may seem, his independent activities might even lead to war. He must not only work together with his leaders, but he must also work in harmony with other officials to make sure that he represents his nation well. This leads to another important characteristic of the ambassador.

The ambassador must always be prepared to give account. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). It is not a question of the ambassador’s citizenship but of his faithfulness, whether or not he or she faithfully obeyed orders and represented the nation well.

The judgment seat of Christ should not be confused with the white throne judgment described in Revelation 20:11-15, for that is a judgment of lost sinners. The judgment seat of Christ is a judgment of the works (not sins) of God’s people, and its purpose is to determine the rewards that will be given. While we do not serve God primarily to receive rewards, he graciously will give them to us if we have been faithful in our service.

The word translated “appear” means “to be revealed.” What we really are will be made known at the judgment seat of Christ when the records are opened. It is interesting how often the passing of time changes the historian’s evaluation of world figures. Why? Because more facts are discovered enabling the historian to have a better perspective of his subject. “Therefore, judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God” (1 Cor. 4:5). A wise warning to heed!

Each believer’s works will be judged by the Lord, and those that were faithfully done for his glory will be rewarded. Just as human leaders bestow medals and trophies for meritorious service, so our Father will recognize his faithful ambassadors. These rewards are identified in Scripture as “crowns” (1 Cor. 9:25; 2 Tim. 4:8; James 1:12; 1 Pet. 5:4; Rev. 2:10 and 3:11). However, God’s ambassadors will not claim their crowns for themselves. Rather, they will give them in worship and adoration to their King of Kings (Rev. 4:10).
As God’s ambassadors, we are not responsible for the way people respond to the message. Our task is to obey God’s will and faithfully deliver his Word. His task is to use that Word to accomplish his divine purposes (Isa. 55:8-11). Wherever the Apostle Paul ministered, some people believed, others delayed, and some openly opposed the message. He was a faithful ambassador who left the results with the Lord.

The world persecutes God’s ambassadors. It does not realize that the very presence of God’s people in this world is their opportunity for salvation and hope. After the ambassadors are called out of this world, the wrath of God will fall; and this will mean death and eternal judgment for many people.

If you have never trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior, “behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Trust him today! You cannot be sure of tomorrow.

If you are one of his children, then you are also an ambassador for Jesus Christ. Be a faithful ambassador! Share his message with the lost world while there is still opportunity. Help others carry the message where you cannot go.
“How long have you had the Glad Tidings in England?” a Chinese Christian asked Hudson Taylor.

Somewhat embarrassed, Taylor told him that England had known the gospel for several hundred years.

“What!” exclaimed the man. “Several hundreds of years! Is it possible that you have known about Jesus so long and only now have come to tell us? My father sought the truth for more than twenty years and died without finding it. Oh, why did you not come sooner?”

How would you answer that question?
