Acts 1:8 is a key verse. To begin with, it explains that the power of the church comes from the Holy Spirit and not from man (see Zech. 4:6). God’s people experienced repeated fillings of the Spirit as they faced new opportunities and obstacles (Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9). Ordinary people were able to do extraordinary things because the Spirit of God was at work in their lives. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is not a luxury; it is an absolute necessity. 

After His resurrection, Jesus remained on earth for forty days and ministered to His disciples. He had already opened their minds to understand the Old Testament message about Himself (Luke 24:44–48), but there were other lessons they needed to learn before they could launch out in their new ministry. Jesus appeared and disappeared during those forty days, and the believers never knew when He might show up. It was excellent preparation for the church because the days were soon coming when He would no longer be on earth to instruct them personally. We believers today never know when our Lord may return, so our situation is somewhat similar to theirs. The Lord taught them several important lessons during that time of special ministry. 
“Witness” is a key word in the Book of Acts and is used twenty-nine times as either a verb or a noun. A witness is somebody who tells what he has seen and heard (Acts 4:19–20). When you are on the witness stand in court, the judge is not interested in your ideas or opinions; he only wants to hear what you know. Our English word martyr comes from the Greek word translated “witness,” and many of God’s people have sealed their witness by laying down their lives. 

We hear a great deal these days about “soul winning,” and the emphasis is a good one. However, while some of God’s people have a calling to evangelism (Eph. 4:11), all of God’s people are expected to be witnesses and tell the lost about the Savior. Not every Christian can bring a sinner to the place of faith and decision (though most of us could do better), but every Christian can bear faithful witness to the Savior. “A true witness delivereth souls” (Prov. 14:25). 

No matter where we live, as Christians we should begin our witness at home and then extend it “into all the world.” “The light that shines the farthest will shine the brightest at home.” 

Two messengers gave the believers assurance that Jesus Christ would come again, just as He had been taken from them. This seems to refer to His public “coming in clouds” (Matt. 24:30; 26:64; Rev. 1:7) rather than to His coming for His church “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:51–52; 1 Thes. 4:13–18). Regardless of what views different people may take of God’s prophetic program, Christians agree that Jesus is coming again and that He can come at any time. This in itself is a great motivation for faithful Christian service (Luke 12:34–48). 

Martyrdom:
1.     Is death endured for the word of God, and testimony of Christ. Re 6:9; 20:4. 

2.     Saints

a.     Forewarned of. Mt 10:21; 24:9; Joh 16:2. 

b.     Should not fear. Mt 10:28; Re 2:10. 

c.     Should be prepared for. Mt 16:24,25; Ac 21:13. 

d.     Should resist sin to. Heb 12:4. 

3.     Reward of. Re 2:10; 6:11. 

4.     Inflicted at the instigation of the devil. Re 2:10,13. 

5.     The Apostasy guilty of inflicting. Re 17:6; 18:24. 

6.     Of saints, shall be avenged. Lu 11:50,51; Re 18:20-24. 

7.     Exemplified

a.     Abel. Ge 4:8; 1Jo 3:12. 

b.     Ahimelech and his fellow priests. 1Sa 22:18,19. 

c.     Prophets and Saints of old. 1Ki 18:4; 19:10; Lu 11:50,51; Heb 11:37. 

d.     Urijah. Jer 26:23. 

e.     John the Baptist. Mr 6:27. 

f.     Peter. Joh 21:18,19. 

g.     Stephen. Ac 7:58. 

h.     Christians. Ac 9:1; 22:4; 26:10. 

i.     James. Ac 12:2. 

j.     Antipas. Re 2:13.
THE CHURCH’S TASKS

	1.     To love God
	Rev. 2:4

	2.     To glorify God
	Eph. 1:5–6, 11–12, 14; 3:21; 2 Thess. 1:12

	3.     To display God’s grace
	Eph. 2:7; 3:6, 10; 1 Pet. 2:9

	4.     To evangelize the world
	Matt. 28:19–20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; John 20:21; Acts 1:8

	5.     To baptize believers
	Matt. 28:19

	6.     To instruct believers
	Matt. 28:19; Phil. 4:8–9; 1 Tim. 4:6; 5:17; 2 Tim. 2:2, 24–25

	7.     To edify believers
	1 Cor. 14:16; Eph. 4:11–12, 16; 1 Thess. 5:11; 2 Pet. 3:18; Jude 20

	8.     To provide fellowship for believers
	Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Cor. 8:4; 13:14; Gal. 2:9; Phil. 1:5; 2:12; 1 John 1:3, 6–7

	9.     To care for its own in time of need
	2 Cor. 8–9; 1 Tim. 5:1–16; James 1:27

	10.     To provoke Israel to jealousy
	Rom. 11:11–14

	11.     To prepare rulers for the millennial kingdom
	Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12

	12.     To promote all that is good
	Gal. 6:10
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“So walk ye in him.”

- Col_2:6
If we have received Christ himself in our inmost hearts, our new life will manifest its intimate acquaintance with him by a walk of faith in him. Walking implies action. Our religion is not to be confined to our closet; we must carry out into practical effect that which we believe. If a man walks in Christ, then he so acts as Christ would act; for Christ being in him, his hope, his love, his joy, his life, he is the reflex of the image of Jesus; and men say of that man, “He is like his Master; he lives like Jesus Christ.” Walking signifies progress. “So walk ye in him”; proceed from grace to grace, run forward until you reach the uttermost degree of knowledge that a man can attain concerning our Beloved. 

Walking implies continuance. There must be a perpetual abiding in Christ. How many Christians think that in the morning and evening they ought to come into the company of Jesus, and may then give their hearts to the world all the day: but this is poor living; we should always be with him, treading in his steps and doing his will. Walking also implies habit. When we speak of a man’s walk and conversation, we mean his habits, the constant tenor of his life. Now, if we sometimes enjoy Christ, and then forget him; sometimes call him ours, and anon lose our hold, that is not a habit; we do not walk in him. We must keep to him, cling to him, never let him go, but live and have our being in him. “As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him”; persevere in the same way in which ye have begun, and, as at the first Christ Jesus was the trust of your faith, the source of your life, the principle of your action, and the joy of your spirit, so let him be the same till life’s end; the same when you walk through the valley of the shadow of death, and enter into the joy and the rest which remain for the people of God. O Holy Spirit, enable us to obey this heavenly precept.

