1 Thes 2:6–7. 
The interpretations of this passage are more diverse than those of most passages in the New Testament. Even the translation is not certain (is the restrainer “taken out of the way” or does the lawless one “come forth from the midst” at the end of v.7?). Views of the “restrainer” are plentiful. Some have thought that the “restrainer” is one prerequisite for the end stated by Jesus, the preaching to all the nations (Mt 24:14); this view makes some sense, but the completion of this preaching was technically to precede the end itself, not the rebellion that preceded the end.

The “restrainer” could be simply God’s sovereign restraint (e.g., Ezek 5:11); it could be the archangel Michael, angelic protector of Israel in Jewish tradition (also Dan 12:1); it could be the presence of Christians in Jerusalem (Mt 24:16–21); or it could be, as many scholars have argued, the ruler preceding the self-deifying emperor or succession of emperors. (Those who hold the last view point out that the name of the emperor when Paul was writing this letter was Claudius, which was related to a Latin word for “restrain”; he immediately preceded the persecutor Nero. Many of the early church fathers took the view that the “restrainer” was the Roman Empire.

One popular modern view that has no specific contextual support is that the “restrainer” is the Church, which had inadequate social power in Paul’s day to perform that function. The church’s removal from the earth by the resurrection described in 1 Thessalonians 4:15–17 does not fit this context, because the Thessalonian Christians were to receive rest from affliction only at the day of judgment (2 Thess 1:6–9), and be gathered (2:1) only in the day of the Lord (2:2), which was to be preceded by the rebellion (2:3–4), which in turn was to be preceded by the restrainer (2:6–7). Although no ancient Christian authors attest the view that the restrainer is the church (the idea of a rapture before the tribulation first explicitly appears in history around 1830, as a result of dispensationalism), the many adherents of this view today cite various other New Testament texts for its support.

In any case, the Thessalonians would apparently understand what Paul means (2:5), and his point is not in question: this event has not yet happened, so the rebellion and hence the day of the Lord and the church’s gathering are still future.

Deceptive signs already occurred in Paul’s day. Sorcerers and shrines of healing gods were common; although healing was not the primary focus of the imperial cult, some people in the eastern Mediterranean also invoked the spirit of the emperor, who was worshiped as a god, to deliver or heal them. Propaganda circulated that the emperor Vespasian (to whose insignia homage was paid on the site of the temple in a.d. 70) worked miracles, but emperors themselves were not usually known as miracle workers. Although miracle-working false prophets appear early in the Bible (Ex 7:11), Paul’s source for their association with the end is probably again Jesus’ teachings (cf. Mt 24:24). 

Philosophers characterized themselves as lovers of truth, and this characterization was accepted as a morally high ideal among the leisured class of Paul’s day and probably among others who stopped to listen to public lectures. But Paul, like most Jewish people, believed that God’s perfect truth came by revelation, not by the finite reasonings of the philosophers.

What is the relationship of the events of Revelation to Christ’s sermon on the end times? (Matt. 24-25) 
The order of events in Revelation and the order of events in Matthew are strikingly similar: (a) war (Matt. 24:6-7; Rev. 6:3-4), (b) famine (Matt. 24:7; Rev. 6:5-6), (c) death (Matt. 24:7-9; Rev. 6:7-8), (d) martyrdom (Matt. 24:9-10, 16-22; Rev. 6:9-11), (e) the sun and the moon darkened with stars falling (Matt. 24:29; Rev. 6:12-14), (f) divine judgment (Matt. 24:32-25:26; Rev. 6:15-17).
 It should be obvious that the events of Revelation have their background in previous prophecies, which aids in interpreting John’s symbolic revelation. The evidence points to the conclusion that it describes the final period (probably the final three and one-half years) climaxed by the second coming of Christ to set up His kingdom.
Taken as a whole, chapter 6 is one of the most important and pivotal chapters in the entire book. It describes the first six seals and also introduces the seventh seal which consists of and introduces the seven trumpets and the seven bowls of the wrath of God in chapters 8-9; 16.

The contents of chapter 6 should put to rest the false teachings that God, being a God of love, could not judge a wicked world. It also raises the important question contained in the closing words of verse 17: Who can stand? Only those who have availed themselves of the grace of God before the time of judgment will be able to stand when God deals with the earth in this final period of great distress.
The discourse on the end times in the gospels (Mt. 24; Mk. 13, Lk. 21) contains the seven judgments enumerated in Rev. 6, but the form of the opening four judgments reflects the vision of four chariots and horses in Zechariah (Zc. 1:7–17), adapted by John to convey his message. Note that while the opening of the seals brings judgments, these are but the precursors of the final kingdom of God. The scroll represents God’s covenant to give humanity the kingdom of salvation.
We must realize God is the ultimate measure of every event before we come (in chapter 6) to the breaking of seals on the scroll God holds. For as each seal is opened, new terrors are unleashed on earth. If we see only the impact of those judgments on mankind, we are likely to criticize God’s holy actions. But it is only after century upon century of grace that God unleashes the punishment required for sin.
Looking at man’s unwillingness to respond to God’s grace, Paul asked, “Do you think you will escape God’s judgment? Or do you show contempt for the riches of His kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?” (Rom. 2:3–4)

Now, after humanity has rejected God’s kindness for millennia, and only now, the dam of God’s patience breaks, and judgment floods the earth. Paul’s warning is fulfilled: “Because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when His righteous judgment will be revealed” (v. 5). The wrath that comes only underlines the grace of God, for now we see what human sin and unwillingness to repent has always deserved.
As the seals are opened, war and famine and disease invade the earth, and millions are killed. A fourth of earth’s population dies under this first wave of judgment. Then comes a second wave, with cataclysmic earthquakes and jolting changes even in the stellar universe. These events are so obviously supernatural that even unbelievers are convinced of God’s intervention in the world. “They called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of Their wrath has come, and who can stand?’ ” (vv. 16–17)

As this terrified howl issues from earth, we hear other voices as well. Those who were hated by the world and have been martyred because they responded to God’s call: “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until You judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” (v. 10)

God’s judgments on mankind are not unjustified. They are in fact required by man’s own injustice to man, and by humanity’s hatred of those who have responded to God’s love.
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