Over One Thousand “Christs”
There have been over 1,100 religious leaders in different parts of the world in the last fifty years who have claimed to be Christ and the Savior of the world. Most of these false christs have risen in Africa, in India or in the Orient and have spread into the West. 

In the frescoes of Signorelli we have “The Teaching of Antichrist”—no repulsive figure, but a grand personage in flowing robes, and with a noble countenance, which at a distance might easily be taken for the Savior. To him the crowd are eagerly gathering and listening, and it is only when you draw close that you can discover in his harder and cynical expression, and from the evil spirit whispering in his ear, that it is not Christ.

—Augustus Hare

No Questions Asked
The following advertisement was clipped from a college newspaper:

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A MINISTER? ORDINATION is without question and for life. LEGAL in all 50 states and most foreign countries. Perform legal marriages, ordinations and funerals. Receive discounts on some fares. Over 265,000 ministers have already been ordained. Minister’s credentials and license sent; an ordainment certificate for framing and an ID card for your billfold. We need your help to cover mailing, handling, and administration costs. Your generous contribution is appreciated. ENCLOSE A FREE WILL OFFERING. 

Doctor Of Divinity, Anyone? 
In Evanston, Illinois, are the “Missionaries of the New Truth” who also advertise under the heading: “We want you to join our faith as an ORDAINED MINISTER with the rank of DOCTOR OF DIVINITY.”

They state: “We are a fast-growing faith, actively seeking new members who believe as we do that all men should seek the truth in their own way, by any means they deem right. As a minister of the faith you can: Set up your own church and apply for exemption from property and other taxes; perform marriages and exercise all other ecclesiastical powers; seek draft exemption as one of our working missionaries. We can tell you how. Get sizeable cash grants for doing missionary work for us; some transportation companies, hotels, theaters, etc., give ministers reduced rates. GET THE WHOLE PACKAGE FOR $100.00.” This “ordination” is declared to be legal and valid anywhere in this country. 

Mail-Order Church Cleared
After six years of court battles, Kirby J. Hensley and his mail-order Universal Life Church were cleared of all charges in California. A San Jose municipal judge dismissed a $625 fine and a one-year suspended sentence against Hensley involving a 1996 conviction for selling courses from a non-accredited institution. The conviction was overturned by a federal appeals court, but the loose ends were not cleared up until now. 

Hensley, 63, a one-time Baptist preacher and self-designated “bishop” of the Universal Life Church, claims to have ordained more than two million people by mail, and issued some 10,000 honorary doctor of divinity degrees at a charge of $20 each. Last year a court ruled that Hensley’s “church” is entitled to federal tax exemption. 

Methodist Pastor Charles Merrill Smith has written a book, How to Become a Bishop Without Being Religious. 

Success in the ministry, says Smith in the book comes from meticulous conformity to the right professional stance. A clergyman must never even think, for example, of driving a red Corvette convertible. For beginning preachers, a black, two-door Falcon is ideal; a dark-green Chevy II with automatic transmission is “safe” for the pastor of a small congregation. 

“The most important one piece of equipment the aspiring clergyman will acquire,” says Smith, “is a wife. She must not be beautiful, stylish or sexy.”

The rising clergyman can win a reputation for wisdom in his sermons by using such phrases as “Christ-centered” and “faith of our fathers.” Another favorite phrase is “holiness unto the Lord.” No one has a clue to what this means, but it is one of the most soul-satisfying phrases in the needed language. 

Nothing makes the congregation feel so good as singing hymns like “In the Garden,” which mentions the first personal pronoun 27 times:

And He walks with me, 

And He talks with me, 

And He tells me I am His own. 

Most important of all is to cultivate the right people. The rule of thumb, Smith suggests, is to assign each individual a numerical value—a member of the old aristocracy ten points, any millionaire eight, a corporation lawyer six, an obscure artist two, a clerk one, a factory worker minus one, a Japanese (except in California) minus three—then allot each a proportionate amount of attention. 

Add to this a “respectful, alert, eager to learn and anxious to serve” demeanor toward ecclesiastical superiors, and eventually someone will tell the powers that be, “This is the man you are looking for.”

FALSE PROPHETS AND PROPHETESSES

	1.     Balaam, hired by the king of Moab to curse Israel
	Num. 22–24

	2.     The old prophet from Bethel, whose lying words to another prophet cost the young man his life
	1 Kings 13:11–14

	3.     Zedekiah, who wrongly predicted victory for Ahab in his battle with the Syrians
	1 Kings 22:11–24

	4.     Hananiah, who attempted to refute Jeremiah’s 70-year prophecy, saying the Babylonian captivity would last but 2 years
	Jer. 28:1–17

	5.     Shemaiah, whose seed Jeremiah predicted would be wiped out
	Jer. 29:24–32

	6.     Ahab, a lying prophet whose death Jeremiah predicted
	Jer. 29:21

	7.     Zedekiah, whose death was also predicted by Jeremiah
	Jer. 29:21

	8. Noadiah, a false prophetess in the time of Nehemiah
	Neh. 6:14

	9.     Elymas, a sorcerer who confronted Paul on Cyprus
	Acts 13:6

	10.     Jezebel, a teacher of immorality in the church at Thyatira
	Rev. 2:20

	11.     False prophet during the Tribulation, an aide to the Antichrist
	Rev. 19:20


