WHAT DOES SATAN DO?

Satan’s avowed purpose is to thwart the plan of God in every area and by every means possible. To accomplish this he is promoting a world system of which he is the head and which stands in opposition to God and His rule in this universe. However, instead of promoting a kingdom whose characteristics are exactly opposite to the features of God’s rule, he seeks to counterfeit God’s program. Counterfeiting, of course, has a single purpose, and that is to create something as similar to the original as possible and to do it by means of a shortcut.

1. In relation to the redemption of Christ, Satan tried in the temptation to offer Him the rewards of redemption without the suffering of the cross (Mt 4:1–11). (See also Mt 2:16, Jn 8:44, Mt 16:23 and Jn 13:27 for other attempts to thwart Christ’s purpose).

2. In relation to the nations of the world, Satan has been and is deceiving them particularly into thinking they can do what God alone can do (Rev 20:3). At the close of the tribulation period he will gather them together to the Battle of Armageddon (Rev 16:13–14).

3. In relation to unbelievers, Satan blinds their minds so that they will not accept the gospel (2 Co 4:4). He often does this by making them think that any way to heaven is as acceptable as any other. If the Word is planted, then he comes and snatches it away (Lk 8:12).

4. In relation to the believer, Satan may tempt him to lie (Ac 5:3), will accuse and slander him (Rev 12:10), hinders his work for God in any way possible (1 Th 2:18), employs demons to try to defeat him (Eph 6:11–12), tempts him to immorality (1 Co 7:5), sows tares among believers in order to deceive (Mt 13:38–39), and sometimes incites persecutions against them (Rev 2:10). In addition to these specifics he is always trying to get the Christian to follow a counterfeit plan instead of doing the will of God. This will, if possible, involve doing “good” (but not the best), though it may at times involve doing evil.
FALLEN ANGELS HAVE A LEADER

One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord,
and Satan also came with them. JOB 1:6

Satan, leader of the fallen angels, comes like them into full view only in the New Testament. His name means “adversary” (opponent of God and his people), and the Old Testament introduces him as such (1 Chron. 21:1; Job 1-2; Zech. 3:1-2). The New Testament gives him revealing titles: “devil” (diabolos) means accuser (i.e., of God’s people: Rev. 12:9-10); “Apollyon” (Rev. 9:11) means destroyer; “the tempter” (Matt. 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5) and “the evil one” (1 John 5:18-19) mean what they say; “prince” and “god of this world” point to Satan as presiding over mankind’s anti-God life-styles (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4; cf. Eph. 2:2; 1 John 5:19; Rev. 12:9). Jesus said that Satan was always a murderer and is the father of lies—that is, he is both the original liar and the sponsor of all subsequent falsehood and deceits (John 8:44). Finally, he is identified as the serpent who fooled Eve in Eden (Rev. 12:9; 20:2). The picture is one of unimaginable meanness, malice, fury, and cruelty directed against God, against God’s truth, and against those to whom God has extended his saving love.

Satan’s deceptive cunning is highlighted by Paul’s statement that he becomes an angel of light, disguising evil as good (2 Cor. 11:14). His destructive ferocity comes out in the description of him as a roaring, devouring lion (1 Pet. 5:8) and as a dragon (Rev. 12:9). As he was Christ’s sworn foe (Matt. 4:1-11; 16:23; Luke 4:13; John 14:30; cf. Luke 22:3, 53), so now he is the Christian’s, always probing for weaknesses, misdirecting strengths, and undermining faith, hope, and character (Luke 22:32; 2 Cor. 2:11; 11:3-15; Eph. 6:16). He should be taken seriously, for malice and cunning make him fearsome; yet not so seriously as to provoke abject terror of him, for he is a beaten enemy. Satan is stronger than we are, but Christ has triumphed over Satan (Matt. 12:29), and Christians will triumph over him too if they resist him with the resources that Christ supplies (Eph. 6:10-13; James 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:9-10). “The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

Acknowledging Satan’s reality, taking his opposition seriously, noting his strategy (anything, provided it be not biblical Christianity), and reckoning on always being at war with him—this is not a lapse into a dualistic concept of two gods, one good, one evil, fighting it out. Satan is a creature, superhuman but not divine; he has much knowledge and power, but he is neither omniscient nor omnipotent; he can move around in ways that humans cannot, but he is not omnipresent; and he is an already defeated rebel, having no more power than God allows him and being destined for the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10).
“﻿Put on the Whole Armor of God.﻿”
The believer must constantly guard against the enemy. Once a Christian recognizes his power and authority over the destroyer, the enemy will bitterly resist his attempts to exercise it. Satan will concentrate on intensive warfare against our spirit, mind, body, family or circumstances. Probably, no truth encounters such opposition as does the authority of the believer. But ﻿I John 4:4﻿ teaches that we are God’s children and have overcome the enemy—because greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. The different kinds of armor in ﻿Ephesians 6﻿ symbolize a certain spiritual dominion that the believer must maintain. By wearing this armor, the believer, church and body are properly prepared for battle against the destroyer; but it is necessary to keep the armor secure and in good condition.

Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (﻿Eph. 6:11–17﻿ NIV).

Additional “﻿smart bombs﻿” in the believer’s arsenal are praise and worship, intercession, fasting, his personal prayer language and humility before God and man. These will send the forces of evil fleeing in terror.

We live in a fallen world that continually bombards us with the reality of sin and its consequences. We can see it first in the natural world. Volcanoes, earthquakes, fires, floods, pestilences, and accidents are increasing with alarming regularity, threatening the survival of mankind.

The intellectual world in particular assaults our faith. Man is constantly seeking the truth, but is unable to find it. His judgments are partial and unfair. His tampering with relative thinking leads to inevitable destruction. Man is propelled by his own self-bias. Logic is ruled by pride, intellects are ruled by lust, and material gain makes liars out of men. Human opinions are on a continual collision course with each other. He has erected fortresses of ideology that are set against truth and God.

Grief and anxiety characterize the emotional world of man. His inability to control destructive attitudes devastates his spirit, and his soul is chafed by his conflicts with others. Envy stings him, hate embitters him, and greed eats away at him like a canker. His affections are misplaced, his love is trampled, and his confidence is betrayed. Rich people step on the poor, and the poor seek to dethrone the rich. Prisons, hospitals, and mental institutions mark the moral and emotional upheaval of man.

But without doubt the darkest part of man’s world is his spiritual life. He is out of harmony with God. The machinery of man’s moral nature is visibly out of gear. He is running out of sync with God’s divine plan. Evil tendencies dominate man from his tainted, fallen ancestry.

There is seemingly no escape in this world from this for the sincere believer. Wherever we turn we are confronted by pervasive culture in the fallen world. On top of all that, Satan relentlessly attacks our faith. With such knowledge we must pray, “Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:13).

