TRIBULATION
Prophecy describes a time of great world tribulation unlike anything in history, ﻿Dan. 12:1; ﻿Matt. 24:21. More space is devoted to it in the OT than to the coming of Christ. Every NT writer refers to it. The Revelation is largely a description of its leading events. This hour of tribulation, ﻿Rev. 3:10 is not to be confused with tribulations of the hour, ﻿John 16:33; ﻿Acts 14:22.

All nature is drawn upon to emphasize the terrors of those years. We read of smoke, fire, great heat, lightning, darkness, beasts, falling stars, earthquakes. There are voices from heaven, trumpets, thrones, great armies, battles, blood, plagues, scenes of judgment. The supernatural bursts in upon the earth. Angels and demons are active. The bottomless pit is opened. Terrifying signs become visible; fearful announcements are made from the sky.

Heaven and earth are terribly shaken, ﻿Isa. 2:19. The entire race is involved as God punishes the world for its iniquity, ﻿Isa. 13:11; ﻿Rev. 3:10. The devil and his angels are cast into the earth, ﻿Rev. 12:9. Unclean spirits gather men to Armageddon, ﻿Rev. 16:13–16. People hide in dens and rocks to escape the wrath of the Lamb, ﻿Rev. 6:15–17. God shortens the days to preserve the race, ﻿Matt. 24:22. The tribulation ends with the return of Christ, ﻿Matt. 24:29, 30.

